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OFFICE OF THE 


Western Union Telegraph Company, 


Key West, Fla,, Dec 5tn r . 


189 


Pro i* Wi 1 li am Brews ter, 

Asst in Charye Dept of Mammals anu Birds, 

Cambridge Museum of Comparative Zoology, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : 

X am pleased to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Nov 
30th, and to thank you for the assurance that you will do what you can 
to secure my bird skins.or their equivalent,from Mr Scott. 

I enclose ivir Scott’s letter to me, of date April 24th, ’95, 4BBn 
written on tke Museums letter-head, in which he states quite plainly, 
that he trusts I will afford him opportunity to purchase for that 
Museum any birds, especially rare ones, that I or others,may have to 
scll ; in KeyWest,or elsewhere. 

He had at that time, just purchased four shins of Buteo brachyu- 
rus of me, and had also paid me a debt of long standing for other valu¬ 
able bird skins I had sent him, and the cancellation of his indebted¬ 
ness, together with the, to me, apparent fact that he desired to make 
further purchases on the Museum’s account, reassured me, and led to 
further correspondence, in which the’ birds, named in icy list bo you. 
were selected hy him, and shipped by me in June, as I have already 
stated. 

If not already mounted by him my skins are, no doubt, in the 
room of the Museum assigned to Mr. Scott, and I shall be very grateful 
to you if you will secure them when Mr. Scott returns to the Museum. 

It is quite clear that the Museum, as *il as myself, lias been 
imposed upon, in this matter, and while I can see that the Museum is 
in no way responsible, yet I trust that the circurnstonces under which 
the birds were obtained from me are such as to enlist its efforts to 
set the matter right, This I trust you may be able to do without 
inconvenience. Kindly return Mr. Scott’s letter. 


/ 


Very truly yo 


.M/f (U^, 

/ 





















Key West, Fia, Jany 10th, 1396 


v i 


Prof. Win. Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir ; 

I have no objection to giving you the information asked for in 
your letter of Dec 17th, which was reed in due course, but which I 
could not give proper attention till now. 

The birds for which Mr. Scott paid me last spring was not an out 
and out sale of skins to him by me. The case is this : I met Mr. 

Scott at Punta Rassa in 1885 s -r^&b . I had at that time just begun 
collecting, and I found him very interesting and liked him. From 
that time till 1892 I sent him him almost everything uncommon that I 
collected, principally for his own information, as he was working on 
Fla birds during the most of that time, and with the understanding 
that I should have them back on demand. Not one tenth of them ever 
came backto me. In 189$'I determined to sell my entire collection, and 
wrote him in December of that year to return my birds, and from that 
time until last April I continued in my efforts to have theta returned, 
resulting at last in an offer from him to pay me $75.00, which I 
accepted in preference to receiving nothing. 

You may judge of my confidence in him when I tell you that I kept 
no memoranda of a large part of the birds sent him, but I have looked 
up such memoranda as was kept, and enclose it herein. This list 
does not include other series of black whiskered vireos, a large 
series of KeyWest vire^;series of Maynards cuckoo, yellow bill do, 
white crowned pigeon, chuck-wills-widow, gray king-bird, nonpareils, 
prothonotary, worm-eating warbler, and numerous others which I do not 
now recall, for all of which I reed $75.00. 

Mr Scott once offered to sell my collection, and I think I sent 
him a list of my birds to be included in such a sale with those he 
had belonging to me, but I heard no more of it. To that extent only 
have I commissioned him to sell for me. 

While Mr. Scott has treated me very shabbily, still I do not 
want to injure him, and I desire you to treat this matter confidenti¬ 
ally, but you may show this letter to him if you so desire. 

I am very much obliged to you for your assurances of help in 
getting my skins when Scott’s work room in your museum is opened, and 
I hope you will find them there and take charge of them. If such 

proves to be the case kindly look them over and let me know if you 
can use them. 


Very truly your’s 




♦ 






























Key West, Fla, Jany 24th. 18 


Prof. Wh. Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mas 
Dear Sir ; 


I agree with 


Your letter of Jany 16th reed in the last mail, 
you that it is quite proper to make Mr. .Agassiz acquainted with the 
contents of my letter of .the 10th of Jany. 

The two short-tailed hawks mentioned in your letter, are, I 
should think by the description you give of them, one of two pairs of 
that hawk I sent Mr. Scott last April. I bought all four of them 
from Lechevallier, through a second person, one pair at a time, and 
at an interval of two weeks. Two of them, without labels, were rathe 
poor skins, and had been refused and returned to Lechevallier from 
N Y by some one to whom he had shipped them there. I wrote Lecheval¬ 
lier for data and he informed me that both these birds had been col¬ 
lected by himself at Chatham Bend in January, 1894. Scott paid me 
$10.00 apiece for these four skins. I used them as a lever to obtain 
some sort of concession from him in the matter of the loaned skins, 
and if I remember aright, his proposition to pay me $75.00 for the 
latter was made with the offer to pay $10. each for the hawks. 


Many thanks for your further kind assurances of taking posses¬ 
sion of ray June shipment of birds to Scott^if they can he found in 
his work-room, where I feel certain they will be found. If such 
should be the case kindly advise me. 

I now have a female B brachyurus, brown, perfectly white below, 
which I took on this Island in the latter part of November, or early 
December, not having my notes with me an not sure of the date. 

I have also taken the white-winged dove here this fall, and several 
hawks that may be either borealis, or „riderii. 


Very truly 








Key West, Fla, Fahy 5th. 1896. 


Prof. Win. Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : 

Your letter of Jan 29th reed. I will send you the short tailed 
hawk and the other birds listed below at the prices named, delivered 
to Express Co here : 

1 skin B brachyurus, (slightly worn plumage) $10.00 

2 skins White-wing Dove, (fine skins,) 3.00 

1 skin King Rail, (elegant specimen) 2.00 

Total $15.00 


Your’s truly, 



i/VV/ 











i 


Key West, Fla, Feby 19-"96. 


Prof. Win. Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : 

Your order of Feby 10th, enclosing money order for $15.00 reed 
in todays mail^ ai^td the black hawlc, two white-wing doves and one king 
rail will go forward to you by todays express. 

I would like to have an order to fill for you on this springs 
migia^ion of warblers or any of the birds to be had from* here. 


How would you like a fine series of hummers, to be taken from this 
time on till the end of the migration. I have never worked the hum¬ 
mers thoroughly, and there is a probability that something of interest 
might be taken. I have a very fine, but small collection of night 
flying moths and sphinges taken here last summer and fall, and a num¬ 
ber of butterflies, many of them bred from the larvae. I am not fajs.- 
Itar with the n« s of but few of th ese insects, and would be very 






much obliged to you if you v/ould refer me to some one who would name 


a set of duplicates , and give me some needed information relating 
to then. 


Very Respy Your’s, 
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Key-West, Fla, Aag 8th # 1896. 


Mr, William. Brewster, Lakeside, N. H. 

Dear Sir : 

Your*s dated Cambridge, Aag 2nd, reed today. An pleased to 
know you have secured the lot of skins I shipped to Scott, and that 
they are still in good condition. 1 will accop-t your offer of 
$50.00 for the lot, which is about the sum 1 expected to get from 
Scott, and you may remit by check as proposed. 

I am truly grateful for your interest in this matter, and as¬ 
sure you of my appreciation of of your kindness. 














Key West, Fla, AiSg 8th, 1896, 


6 


'' Mr. Wm. Brewster, Lakeside, N. H, 

Dear Sir I 

I have the following skins to offer you, at prices averaging 40 
to 50 percent less than catalogue rates. Each skin is smooth and as 
well made as previous skins sent you 
5 Sooty Terns a 1.50 - 7.50 

1 Noddy a 2.00 2.00 

1 Maynard Cuckoo, a 1.50 - 1.50 

2 Fla Grackles a 25c .50 

1 Black W Vireo, a75c - .75 

2 KeyWest Vireo, a 75c 1.50 


Total, 


$13.75 


I did very littlp collecting during the past spring, mainly owing to 
poor health, which accounts for the limited number of skins I am able 
to offer you.. Besides these I have small series of Golden Swamp, 
Hooded, and Prairie Warblers, and one Cape May Warbler, which I dare 


say you do not want. 






Key West, Fla, Aug 19th, 189G. 


Mr. William Brewster, Lakeside, N H. 

Dear Sir ; - 

Your’s of the 14th inst, is at hand, enclosing check for $50.00 
in payment of the skins originally shipped to Mr. Scott. Thanking 


you for your promptness 

in the matter, I am, 

Your’s truly, 

P. S.~ 



Should I not sell the skins listed in my last letter to you 
before November I will offer them again, at that time, as you request 






Key West. Fla. Nov 7th. 189G. 

Mr. Win Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Hass. 

Dear Sir :- 

Referring to your letter of Aug 14th, last, dated Lake¬ 
side, N H, in which you ask that I offer you certain skins, about this 
time, I take pleasure in sending you a list herewith, having made no 
effort to sell them in the interval of my last letter to you : - 


5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

rf 

o 

1 

5 


Sooty Terna, 

Noddy " 

Wuerdemann. Heron, 

Fla Gallinule, 

Pigeon Hawk, ad male, 

Fla Screech Owls, 

Maynards Cuckoo, 

Gray King bird, 

Fla Grackles, 

Lark Sparrow ? 
Black-whiskered Vireos, 
Yellow-throat Vireos, 

Key 1 ,Test Vireos, 
Prothonotary Warblers, ad 

Worm-eating " ad 

Bachman 11 fine, 

Cape May u ad 

Cerulean B 

Prairie “ 

Prairie Warbler, abnomal 
Hooded “ 


a 1.50 

7.50 

a 2. 

2.Q0 

a 10. 

10.00 

a 50c 

.50 

a 75c 

.75 

a 90c 

1.80 

a 1,50 

1.50 

a40c 

.40 

a 25c 

.50 

a 40c 

.40 

a 75c 

1.50 

a 20c 

.60 

a 75c 

1,50 

a 60c 

1.20 

a 75c, 

.75 

al.25 

2.50 

al .25 

1.25 

a 50c 

.50 

a 25c 

.75 

a 5.00 

5.00 

a 40 c 

2.00 


Total, $42.90 


The Wuerdemann Heron is an immature female, taken on Oct 16th, 
last, and is, I judge, a bird of the year, or about the same age and 
state of plumage, as the Key est specimen you got in the Scott lot of 
skins. It is a very light specimen and will interest you. 

The abnormal Prairie Wufrbler was taken on Aug 12th, last, and is 
a female in the usual immature fall plumage of discolor, except that 
the top of the head and nape is yellow, interspersed throughout with 
the olive color of the back. It is a very odd specimen, and is the 
second abnormally plunaged Prairie Warbler which I have taken. I took 
the other one at Punta Rassa. It had the sides of head abnormally 
yello.v. You will, no doubt, remember Scott 7 s description of it in 
the Auk, about the latter part of 1886. 


All the above skins are fine, and , excepting one or two of the 
warblers, are of this year’s take, 

four’s very truly, 


P.S.-The 2 Screech Owls are from Chatham Bend, 1895 
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Key West, Fla 


Nov 25th, 1396. 
William Brev/ster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : - 


Your letter of the 15th received. I am perfectly willing th send 
the skins to you on approval, and to that end have shipped them by 
todays Southern Express to the above address. For your convenience 
I herewith reproduce the list, to which has been added one female 
F columbarius, and one Chuck-will’s-widow; 


5 Sooty Terns, $ 7.50 

1 Noddy 2,00 

1 Wuerdem&nn Heron, 10.00 

1 Fla Gallinule, .50 

2 Pigeon Hawks, 1.50 

2 Fla Screech Owls, 1.80 

1 Maynards Cuckoo, 1.50 

1 Gray King-bird, .40 

2 Fla Grackles, .50 

1 Lark sparrow, .40 

2 Black-whiskered Vireos, 1.50 

3 Yellow-throat Vireos, .60 

2 Key West Vireos, 1.50 

-3--Pre4honot ary-Warb 1 er s, —i-,-20 

1 Worm-eating do .75 

2 Bachman do 2.50 

1 Cape May do 1^25 

1 Cerulean do ,50 

3 Prairie do .75 

1 Prairie do (abnormal) 5.00 

5 Hooded do 2.00 

1 Chuck-wi11’s-widow, 1.25 


$44.90 

if 3 

I trust you will find this shipment of suf^ioent interest to 
letain the entire lot. I think it quite probable that I can get 

a good series of ad Wuerdemann Herons within the next few months "as 
well as ad occidentalis. About what number of each could you use? 

Your ’ 3 truly ’ 






































K. W, Fla, Dec 16th. 1896. 


William Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : - 

By todays mail I am in receipt of your letter of Nov 30th, enclo¬ 
sing check for $41.70 on Boston, to cover the shipment of skins shipp¬ 
ed you last month. The skins of Prothonotary and Hooded Warblers were 
reed in the previous mail. I am pleased to know that you are satis¬ 
fied with my skins. As to the Herons :- I secured two ad Wuerde- 
manns and one Great White Heron, on Dec 4th. All males, and splendid 
examples, made up with extra care, and all are beauties. One of the 
former has about one half of his tail feathers gone, which ife the only 
defect in the lot. I made them full length. I think I shall be 

able to fill your order for 5 birds of each kind, but these birds are 
scarce, extremely wary, and hard to take. Exp..uses attending their 
capture will-regulate the price to you, but 1 shall not charge more 
than $12.50 for ads* and $10. for immature specimens, and when- possi¬ 
ble I will make the former price conform to the latter. 

Thanking :ou for your many courtesies, I am 

four’s truly, ' r ~> 7 









Key West, Fla. Dec 23rd, 1896. 
Mr. William Brewster, 145 Brattle St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir :- 

I have the following skins to offer you : - 


occidentalis 

, white, 3 

adults, at $12.50 each, 

$ 37.50 

do 

do 1 

immature, but an extra large bird, 

10.00 

do var 

wuerdenanni 

, 6 adults, at $12.50 each, 

75.00 

do 

do 

1 adult half tail gone, but other¬ 




wise handsome and perfect, 

6.00 

do 

do 

2 immature, at $10.00 each 

20.00 


$14-8.50 

This is a handsome foi of skins, and one that I do not believe I 
shall ever be able to duplicate. The first three white adults are 
immaculate, except for a slight stain on belly from nesting, which is 
almost eradicated. The immature white has an inconspicuous stain on 
one shoulder which I could not entirely overcome with the means at 
hand, but is with this exception a fine, large specimen. The only de¬ 
fect in the others is the one listed above, which is otherwise a hand¬ 
some, skin, The two immature „blues are somewhat younger birds than 

the last one I sent you, bui /v full grown; they are very pale blue and 




7 


rusby, with v/ing coverts largely white. 1 want you to take the lot, 
and as ah inducement to that end will make them to you for $130.00, 
as a whole, but any number less than the whole will be as listed. 

I believe if you could see them you would take the lot, and I 
will gladly send them on approval. Kindly advise me at your con¬ 
venience, Very truly your’s, 
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Key West, Fla, March 6th. 1897 


Dear Sir : - 

Your letter of date Feby 26th, enclosing your check for 
$110. in payment of 15 herons, was reed today, for which accept m y 
thanks, the amount being entirely satisfactory. I expected you wld 

r 

be pleased with the birds. The three skins with extended legs were 
made up before you-had advised me about folding the legs; the others 
were made after your preference in that respect was known. 

I am very sorry to hear tfiff your recent severe illness, and 
sincerely trust the trip south will speedily restore you to health. 


With best wishes, believe me, 
Wm. Brewster, Cambridge, Mass, 


Your 5 s very truly, 



— 0 , Qj^ 



* 

. 

. . 
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Dear Sir 


Key West, Fla, Nov 16* 1897. 


Of particular interest I can offer you two examples of 
Geotrygon martinica, taken at KeyWest this season. Both are females. 
One is an elegant specimen, hut the other was rather badly shot and 


did not make up so nicely; still it is a good skin. The latter was 
passing through a moult. The ovaries of both birds were fairly en¬ 


larged, as if theyWooiR had bred this season. Do you wish these birds 

ItvA £> / ..y j- - 

and what do you consider them worth? I have also one fine skin of 


adult Great White Heron^ which can send you if desired. 


Mr. TOn. Brewster, Cambridge. Mal^ rs • ver y truly ? . TxD 

) (Left I*} -^S\lAcJr\AyiXA*Kri ^ 

u n « t .• ^ 



































KeyWest Fla. Dec 1st, 1897 


Dear Sir : - 

I am in receipt of your’s of Nov 27th, asking me to fix a 
price on the skins offered in mine of the 16th* In view of the 
extreme rarity of Geotrygon mariinica, in the U. S., mine "being the 
only records of it for many years,I should think $25.00 for the pair 
a very reasonable price* Or the two doves and the Great White Heron 
for $30.00, Your’s tn‘ 


To 

Mr. Win. 1 Brewster, Cambridge Mass. 










Key West, Fla, Jany 5th. 189^* 

Vftn. Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : - 

Your note of Dee 30th, enclosing check for thirty dollars in 
payment of the two doves and one heron, received today. Accept 
thanks for your kindness* 

Replying to your query as to who killed the two Geotrygon martin- 
ica : - The first example was tafep by Thomas Moore, and the second 
by James Moore, his brother, lads of about 16 and 14 years of age, 
respectively, who live with their mother at No. 1119 Grinnell St, this 
city. The first one was shot at the Salt Pond Hammock on the eastern 
end of the Island, while the second was taken quite near town. Both 
birds were on the ground in rather thick woods when killed. 

In Sept 1889 I shot one of these birds, a finely plumaged male, 
at a place known as the old slaughter pens, on the outskirts of town. 

I loaned the skin to Mr. Scott and have no idea of wfcjd^utaxxJs&ixxxx its 
present whereabouts. 


Your’s very truly, 










INTERNATIONAL OCEAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES, 

NO. 195 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


Key West, Fla., 

Prof Vfin Brewster, 145 Brattle St. 


June 13th. 1898. 


Cambridge. Mass. 


Dear Sir : - 


By todays Express I ship you the foilwing bird skins, 
as per your letter of Feby 9th, last. I regret my inability to 

send them before now, due to the uninterrupted demands upon my time 
at this office. : 

3 Roseate Spoonbills, a $2. 6.00 


1 Wuerdemann Heron, a 5 5.00 

2 Broadwing Hawks, a$l« 2,00 
1 Falco p anatum, a2.50 2,50 
1 Fla Screech Owl a 1,25 1.25 


1 Buteo brachyurus a $12.50 12.50 


$29.25 

Trusting the skins will prove satisfactory, I am, 

Your’s very truly, 


XL 










<§) 

Key west, Fla, Oct 25th. 1898. 

Win Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : - 

I know you will he pleased to learn of the capture here, yester¬ 
day, of a fine female Columba corensis. The bird was killed by a 
local hunter, and was brought to me in the flesh late yesterday after¬ 
noon. It is in fresh plumage, just a few pin feathers of a recent 

, i 

moult remaining here and there. Unfortunately but six or seven of the 
tail feathers remain, the others having been shot away. I desire 

to record this capture in the next Auk, over my own signature. 

Your’s truly, 
































Key West, Fla, July 15th,1903. 


Mr. Wra. Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 


/ Dear Sir : 

I have two skins of the Key West Quail Dove, females, taken here on 
July 15th, 1901, and- July 7th, 1902. Both birds were rather badly 
mutilated in taking , and the skins are not first class, especially tns 
latter, but they look fairly good, and show all the characteristics of 
the species. I also nave a fine sxin of toe Little black Rail »•■*, taken 
April 5th, 1900. I will send you tne three skins for S20.00, subject to 
your examination and approval before paying for them. 

Since sending you the last Quail Dc\ve I have seen two others besides 
these , but both oirds were so badly mutilated witn shot as to render them 
worthless as skins. Kindly advise if I shall forward these three 


skins to you.' 


Yours truly, 


1 ne J ail w f- s caught in a brick oile 
and the.skin is whole and perfect. 









<2> 

%\i 



bBv T- 



0 ClUa jax rrXXJuyf\Ar ^(Qaajw ^ 

^ ^ /A^JiAVYKjU^y 

Okal &« ^caLj 

(Mtrfr ^ /Thp rk Ukfiy f**cf L v ^ 

M t(Z/u> C &/A^7 ^ 

J) K/) r \JUA >, /yiffy /%} $#y( 


i A / i^MKO 

JU 

{aaA 


y^AMA£c{^ 

li^tey^. y 
ti, fY^ 


rfo 




Q &t i^fuc^L jQ {jzytt 

$~fiT JUK ^AJiAA, <$7^ y\cfuA7\\/y^ 
t/T /hA UA^jq-yv 6vr^e 4 & 

/} ®, y /6kJ- /^Ha' r? 









< 2 > 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

New York. 

M. t. HELLINGS, Cable Manager, 
KEY WEST, FLORIDA. 


International Ocean Telegraph Co, 

T 
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Key West, Fla. March 16. 1898. 


Mr. Walter Deane, Cambridge, Mass. 
Dear Sir : - 


Your letter of Feby 9th containing Mr. Brewster’s selection ox 
skins from the list submitted by m£, was received in due course but 
owing to the Maine disaster I have had no opportunity to reply to it 
earlier our office having been rushed with business to the exclusion 
of all else. I hope to be able to ship the skins in a short time, 
however possibly by next Saturday’s Mallory steamer. Will advise 
you if I do so. I trust Mr. Brewster will excuse the delay, under 
the circumstances. With best wishes, X am, 


Your’s very truly, 











INTERNATIONAL OCEAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 


© 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES, 

No. 195 Broadway, new York. 


Key West, Fla-j^ 27th. 1898. 

Mr. Walter Deane, Cambridge, Mass* 

Dear Sir : - 

Your letter of the 21st, acknowledging the receipt of bird skins, 
is at hand. 


The Roseate Sporibill without label was procured from Lechevalier, 
the old Frenchman, who died about two years ago, It was never labell¬ 
ed. and is the skin referred to as being withut data in my first offer 
of these skins to Mr. Brewster. 

All the others were shot and skinned by me, excepting the Black 
Hawk, which was shot by an old market gardene* ; living on the outskirts 
of this place, from whom I bought the bird in the flesh. I do not 
recall his name just at the moment. 

The two other Spoonbills and the Owl are specimens of my earliest 
work in this direction. 

I shall be delighted to have Audubon’s account of the KeyWest 
Dove whenever your ov/n good opportunity offers to send it. 

White-headed Pigeons are fairly pie tiful hereabouts, but I have 
no time to collect them now, nor do I expect to do much, if any bird 
work, on my own on 1 -' til this war Is over, alt ho I intend to 
secure more KeyWest Doves ^through other parties if the thing is pos¬ 
sible, during the coming season. 


Your 1 s very tru1v 



















© 

INTERNATIONAL OCEAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 


executive Offices, 

NO. 195 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

Key West, Fla., 

Mr# Walter Deane, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir : - 


July 6th. 1898. 


I am in receipt of your letter of June 28th, enclosing 
Post-office money order of $29.25, in payment of recent shipment of 
bird skins to Mr. Brewster. I suppose you have already received my 
letter with extra data re these skins, I might add to that al- 

ready sent concerning i spponbill without data, that old Lecheva- 
lier gave it to me about six years ago, having shot it in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Chatham Bond, his home , on the keys^between here and 
Cape Sable. Thanking you for your kindness in this as in other 

instances, I beg to subscribe myself, 


Your’s very truly, 
























Q 


INTERNATIONAL OCEAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 


Executive offices, 

no. 195 Broadway, new York. 


Key West, Fla. 
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